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Events & Happenings

| May 2013 |

SCION SOUND PARTY @ CLUB TMT

Dance, Dance, Dance! Hosted by Ray C, this is a dance experience for those looking for a good time and an excuse to cut loose on a
Friday night. The best in Hip-hop and Top 40 with few surprises mixed in. New drink specials every hour throughout the night. 18+
welcome till midnight. Presented by San Marcos Scion.
Every Friday Starting May 17 @ TMT, San Marcos

Central Texas Speedway Race 2
Weekend
Like speed, cars, and beer? Thought so, it is
Texas. Head up to Kyle for revving engines and
a nice day outdoors.
May 3-4 @ 9am – Central Texas Speedway,
Kyle

2013 Viva! Cinco De Mayo &
State Menudo Cook Off

Revisiting Historic Hopkins:
Gateway to San Marcos
For the 38th year in a row, San Marcos
provides the opportunity to explore
some of the most charming and historic
locations in town. Contact the Heritage
Association for questions or more details.
Tours are $10 per person.
May 4-5 @ 1–5pm – Meet at Charles S. Cock
House Museum

Texas Natural &
Western Swing Festival
Along the banks of the San Marcos River,
you can find yourself enjoying the pleasant
sounds of Texas swing and munch on
some grub. Get up, dance and take in the
tunes and the fun with friends and family.
May 18 @ 10 am – 5 pm – San Marcos Plaza
Park

Whether you’re actually from Mexico, or just
embrace the heritage, here’s a weekend to
celebrate. Kick off the beginning of summer
with great food, drinks, live music and many
other festive activities for the whole family.
Check out the website for times and pricing:
vivacincosmtx.com
May 3-4 @ Hays County Civic Center

Cinco de Mayo at Chimy’s
Celebrate Cinco de Mayo Chimy’s style all
day Saturday. Come Sunday, here’s a once in
a lifetime opportunity: they’re open! Cure that
hangover with brunch, and of course, a few
more beers.
May 4-5 @ Chimy’s San Marcos
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Central Texas Toy and Comic Expo
Expose your inner geek with those who are there to do the same. If you’ve been collecting
since you were a youngster, or just show an interest in vintage toys or comic books, this is the
perfect outlet. Don’t forget to come dressed to impress for the costume contest and much more!
centexexpo.com
May 4-5 @ Embassy Suites San Marcos

Dirt Dauber Festival

Float Your Colors

Head on out to the outskirts of San Marcos
for two days of celebration and lots of clay!
There will be live music, free hot dogs, and
30 noteworthy clay artists. Drop your kids off
at the clay play area while you take a glance
at unique and original artwork.

Where red, white or blue this Memorial Day
while ﬂoating the San Marcos River and
you just might win a Yeti Cooler, free tubing
or other great prizes at this patriotic event.
America, America, America!
May 26 @ 11am – Texas State Tubes

May 18-19 @ Eye of the Dog Arts Center

Rockin’ R Toobin’ Triathlon
Get yourself off the couch this summer and
start training for a triathlon! You’ll start off
with a 400-meter swim in the river followed
by a 3.3-mile run and finishing strong with a
13.4-mile bike ride through Gruene.
May 19 @ 7 am – Guadalupe River in Gruene

American Legion Post 144
Memorial Day Ceremony
Give thanks this Memorial Day at the San
Marcos Cemetery. A quaint presentation will
be held to appreciate those who have served
in the Armed Forces and fought for our
country, so come out and show your support
and respect.
May 26 @ 10am – San Marcos Cemetery

GET GREEN TEXAS
TH
SATURDAY,MAY 11

Open To Public from 10AM – 4PM
Texas Green Home & Living Showcase

This is your chance to see the latest in green innovations. With over 60 booths and
demonstrations that promote a cleaner and more sustainable environment. Plus watch Mega
sandcastles sculptures built by hand out front. Admission is free.
May 11 @ 10am – 4pm – SMTX Conference Center Embassy Suites
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outDoor CEntEr rEntaLs
The rental selection is vast.
Various options allow for any
comfort level.

Discover what Texas
looks like from the river.
Grab your friends, pack a
cooler and cruise the river
in style on a canoe.

Kayaks for one or
two, if you’re scared
to got it alone.

Tents. Ever consider going camping and seeing where the campfire
converstation leads? You should.

Tubes, you need one and they
have them. Hit the water!

8 BOBCATFANS | SMTX | 04.13

Notes | outDoor Fun

Anything yoiu need to
climb a rock for fun...and
we mean FUN!

Outdoor Center (TXST)
Sewell Park
San Marcos, TX 78666
512.245.2004

The student headquarters for
outdoor recreation. Rent all kinds
of equipment, reserve at spot at
University Camp, or sign up for a trip
adventure.
Hours
Noon - 6pm Daily
#TXSTOutdoorRec

| Photos Eric Morales |
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sMtX | intErEsting obJECt

HiDDEn bMX
Deep inside the woods of San
Marcos on TX 80, hidden behind the
Driving Range, is the handy work of
trail riders in need of some serious
air. BMX riders hone their craft using
what nature gave them and others
left beind.

Thirty-Seven

There are 37 total designated Parks
and Natural Areas in San Marcos.
Sixteen of which are neighborhood
parks.

463 Acres

Purgatory Creek is the city’s largest
Natural Area and boasts two
entrances.

10 BOBCATFANS | SMTX | 04.13

Down To Size

Four parks are tied for smallest,
each at one acre. Lancaster Park,
HEB Park, Victory Garden Park and
Skate Park.

Closing Time

There is never a last call for alcohol,
because the public display and
consumption is prohibited. Parks
offcially close at 11pm every night.

Notes | tHat’s raD

Just The park Facts

Origins
BMX began in the late 1960s with a number
of children and teenagers who used bicycles
to race on dirt tracks in southern California.
Many of the individuals formed groups that
were inspired by motorcross.

Bikes

There are 3 basic types of BMX bikes. They
are jump/dirt bikes, racing bikes and freestyle/
stunt bikes.

Build

BMX bikes are usually made out of aluminum
or a substance called chromoly which is
heavier and a bit cheaper.

| Photo Eric Morales |

The flavors, the toppings

. . . you know you want some!
self-serve frozen yogurt
350 N. Guadalupe St.
(Guadalupe & University)
512-667-6720
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cooperation from fellow tubing companies,
he finds himself in a helpless situation, feeling
ignored and outnumbered by opposing parties.
Rocco’s fight isn’t against orderly conduct,
safety and river preservation – his fight is for the
responsibility of tubing businesses to maintain
the longtime, beloved tradition. Rocco Moses
may be the young gun along the wild, wild San
Marcos River, but he’s not going down without
a fight.

The Long Lawless River
It’s a dark, placid night along the San Marcos
River. Terry Alford and his family sit peacefully
in their riverside home, when suddenly a loud,
obnoxious pounding is heard at their door. A
bloody, incoherent man is standing outside. The
visitor leaves, only to return later in the night like
a scene out of some horror flick. On another
occasion, Terry must leave his home to rescue
a group of young girls, no more than sixteen,
taking them to the hospital due to alcohol
poisoning.

Rocco sits up a little and smiles as he explains, “So I found the property and
called him [Richard] and we were like, hell ya! We knew the area, we knew
Texas State – I’m from New Braunfels. Within a week, we had a contract on it,
and now here we are. The decision of moving has been the best choice I have
made in a long time. My life is immeasurably better – even while making way
less money.”
It’s the classic story of the young man heading west, seeking freedom,
adventure and a chance for a new beginning. He and his wife settled down at
101 River Park in Martindale, TX – the location of Texas State Tubes, where he
both lives and works each day. Rocco may be the closest thing SMTX has to
a modern day cowboy; when he’s not wrangling in tubers on the river’s edge
in his wide brimmed canvas hat, he is probably out with his crew mounted on
kayaks rounding up litter on the river. He’s a laid back character with a blithe
spirit and ingrained southern charm, but it didn’t take long for some to label
him an outlaw.
Texas State Tubes sits at the edge of a Martindale neighborhood, and it’s safe
to say that it is not too popular with the neighbors. For the past year, Rocco’s
business has been at the center of a Caldwell County controversy that started
with traffic concerns but has blown up into a major showdown involving the
Caldwell County Commissioners Court, The Texas House of Representatives,
The San Marcos River Foundation, riverside property owners and a growing
number of tubing outfitters. A bill, HB 791, currently resides in the Texas
House waiting for a hearing. The outcome will affect the state of tubing along
the San Marcos River for years to come.
Rocco knew there would be issues when he started. He has done nearly
everything he can to try to alleviate effects brought on by tubing. With little

14 BOBCATFANS | SMTX | 04.13

These problems are nothing new says Terry,
a property owner along the river for the past
18 years. The situation is an issue 10 years
in the making – ever since Don’s Fish Camp
first started renting tubes along the river. “The
problems were bearable at first,” says Terry, “but
now there are four of them…and then word got
out that there was no law.”
Terry explains how the San Marcos River is
different than its counterparts down south.
Unlike the Guadalupe River, there is a long
stretch along the river bank that has no public
access; all the land is privately owned. This
means that law enforcement has no access
along that area of the river. “So you end up with
several miles of the river that are lawless, just
like the Old West. You can drink if you’re twelve
and really just do anything you want to…there is
literally no law!” expresses Terry.
Terry loves the river and is a big fan of tubing
himself, which is why he has no problem with
the tubing itself, but trespassing has become a
major concern for Terry and fellow land owners
along the stretch. “My house is a good way off
the river, maybe 200 yards, but they have come
up, maybe twenty or more and collapsed my
trampoline. They have stolen canoes, they have
thrown rocks at my wife when she told them to
get off the property, it’s unbelievable,” says Terry.
Terry is concerned for his family’s safety. He’s
not sure if Rocco can do anything to help the

04.13 | SMTX | BOBCATFANS 15

situation; according to him, the problem is
on the river itself. “The Sherriff says that
the river is owned by the state of Texas –
that it’s a poacher and wildlife problem, not
his…but the game warden is a lady and
says she’s afraid to go down there…she’s
afraid of physical harm,” says Terry.
Trespassing, fighting, and even death while
tubing has raised issues concerning safety
along the San Marcos River, but littering
continues to remain the most prominent
concern. Terry and others claim that the
river bottom is lined in aluminum.
Every River has a Silver Lining
“We are now, after ten or so years of
this, finding entire islands and riverbanks
that are imbedded six to ten feet deep
in aluminum and glass. We need to ban
glass. When you are outside of a city, it’s
hard to have rules…so that would be a
step forward,” says Dianne Wassenich,
director of the San Marcos River
Foundation (SMRF). She has been active in
SMRF since its launch in 1985 and remains
its only full time staff member till this day.
“The objective was that somebody would
speak up for the river, because rivers are
always the borderlines between counties,”
says Wassenich. “They use rivers as
borders, so neither county would take
responsibility for it. What would happen
is that a land owner would have to file a
complaint or file suit, and not many land
owners want to do that…So the idea was
that somebody would speak up for the
river. Try to make sure that this river stays
flowing, stays clean and stays good for
recreation.”
Wassenich believes that the San Marcos
River is now too populated for SMRF to
provide enough law enforcement. She
sees a great migration of tubers coming
in waves from the Comal and Guadalupe
Rivers. Word quickly spread last summer
on the internet that the San Marcos River
didn’t have rules. Stricter rules along the
Comal and the can ban in New Braunfels
have pushed tubers this way. It’s as if the
San Marcos River has become the last
frontier of tubing.
“It’s more of a rustic experience compared
to the Comal or places where, you
know, they will have restrooms or law
enforcement, or if somebody gets hurt,

“The objective
was that
somebody
would speak
up for the river,
because rivers
are always the
borderlines
between
counties,”

there will be someone there with a radio to
bring in a helicopter. It’s not like that down
there. What happens is that people will get
hurt or they get drunk out of their mind and
will just take off cross country and go to
whatever house they can find…So houses,
where people have guns out in the country,
are getting people beating on doors in
the middle of the night because they are
lost or hurt or need a ride to town,” says
Wassenich.
Dianne and the foundation support the idea
of charging tubing outfitters a fee of $1 per
tuber in order to cover law enforcement
and clean up initiatives. Styrofoam is
currently banned along the San Marcos
River along with the public consumption
of alcohol in San Marcos parks. Further
information about current rules and
regulations in San Marcos can be found
at www.keepalidonit.org. The list is rather
short and simple for now, but don’t expect
it to end there.
The term “can ban” is a slice of tubing
jargon that strikes fear in the heart of some,
yet brings tranquility to others. Will the
San Marcos River ever see a can ban?
Wassenich says, “I would love to see that
[a can ban,] but before I would ever want
to work towards something like that, I
would want to see what happens with New
Braunfels litigation, which is going to go on
for several years.”

Since the initiation of the can ban along the
Comal River last year, Wassenich has kept
close communication with New Braunfels
City Council. They view the ban as a
success, bringing in more desired tourism
and not creating a decline in business
amongst family oriented tubing outfitters.
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
Rocco stands up from the couch and
raises his voice a little, as if pleading his
case to a jury. “During our offseason we
have run kayak trips, raft trips for our clean
ups. When The River Foundation did their
clean up, we became an unload point for
trash. We hauled forty bags of trash for
their organization…free of charge, and
there is still zero positive feedback from
their organization,” says Rocco.
There are currently four tubing outfitters
legally operating in Caldwell County, but
limited cooperation among owners has
left Rocco taking the initiative in pleading
their case. Rocco believes he can see the
writing on the wall; an inevitable showdown
is shaping to determine who controls
the river. “The people who pushed New
Braunfels were the people that moved here
in the 80’s when the river was nice, when
nobody was there. It was beautiful and they
could enjoy it…Well, those are the same
people who are pushing this…that’s what
they want again, they want this to be gone.
That was the same thing that happened in
New Braunfels. It was the super minority,
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they’re the ones who pushed city council
to hire the lawyers and draft the bills and
do all of that, because they had money
to do it. This is exactly what is happening
here!” exclaims Rocco.
Rocco is also learning from the situation
occurring in New Braunfels. He has ties
with Rockin’ R, a tubing outfitter in New
Braunfels for the past 33 years. Rocco
mentions that Rockin R’s business
dropped around 65% last tubing season
after the can ban. The situation gets even
uglier. Back in mid-January, the City of
New Braunfels lost a lawsuit to three
tubing outfitters totaling $691,000 from
what was deemed an unconstitutional
“tube tax.”
“Where is all the money going?” Rocco
wonders out loud. He walks over to his
computer and opens up a document.
It’s a detailed budget for the cost of
law enforcement which he drafted for
the Caldwell County Commissioners
Court a while back. “We did a county
commissioners meeting before they
went to the state representative’s office
started this process. They had this in their
hand…the formal version of it. I went to
Caldwell County with the sheriffs; I went
to Guadalupe County with the sheriffs.
I got both of their Captains to arrange
the officers to come validate that we
had spoken…Told them that we had the
money to pay for it and said that I would
put it in an account so they would know
that it was going to get done and paid for.
So they knew factually that there was an
organized plan to put officers on the water
and a funded means to pay for it…and
they still didn’t listen,” recounts Rocco in a
climatic monologue.

The Final W.O.R.D.
Back on October 8, 2012, the Caldwell
County Judge and Commissioners
passed and approved a resolution calling
upon the state legislator to create a new
park district in Caldwell County. Tim
Kleinschmidt, the Texas House Rep. for
Caldwell County, authored House Bill 791,
which was currently scheduled for public
hearing on April 24. If the bill is passed,
it will give authorization to Caldwell
County to create what is referred to as
a Water Oriented Recreation District or
WORD District. Neto Madrigal, County
18 BOBCATFANS | SMTX | 04.13

Commissioner of Martindale’s Precinct,
explains that there is still no absolute date
as to when the new ordinances will go
into effect. Madrigal says, “Once the bill
passes, we will have to take action on
creating a board and you have to pass an
ordinance, and I’m sure all of this will have
to go to a vote.”
The new recreation district is being
modeled from the WORD District of Comal
County, established back in 1987. The
district covers the Canyon Lake area
and a section of the Guadalupe River;
however, it does not cross into New
Braunfels city limits. The WORD district
is responsible for regular clean ups, law
enforcement, medical attention, public
health and sanitation and a multitude of
other initiatives. Mike Dussere, General
Manager of WORD of Comal County for
the past seven years, is well accustomed
to the fine line that the organization
must walk between balancing economic
interests, property owner concerns and
tourist needs. He says, “Taking all of that
into consideration, I feel like Comal County
has been doing a good job of walking
that line…I think you have to have that
balance, and I think you have to have
those lines of communication and you
have to take into consideration the needs
of all parties to strike an effective balance.”

A State of the Tubing Address
“There needs to be a better stewardship
of the river. We need the sense to tell
people, ‘Hey, get off that guy’s property!’
If the ice chest turns over, we need to
say, ‘Hey, let’s get these cans up so they
don’t float off everywhere. If the overall
behavioral mindset of tubers would
change…it wouldn’t give property owners
the fuel to go to state legislators and
create these ordinances,” says Rocco
about the age old tradition etched in gold
across countless SWT and TSXT alumni
class rings.
As he fits his cap in place, Rocco steps
outside and gazes out past his front yard
at Texas State Tubes, an area that will
see several thousand eager tubers pass
through in the coming months. He slightly
squints as the sun presses against his
face and says, “I’ll be watching them.
They are going to have to deal with me
every step of the way.”
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SMTX | happy hour
Restaurants

Notes | Chimy’s Cerveceria

Cinco De Mayo

History will be made as Chimy’s
opens it doors for the first time
on Sunday, May 5. The Cinco
celebration begins Saturday.

Drinks

Know for margaritas with kick,
the EL Dorado (pictured) is a
powerful way to start an evening.

Nachos

Bring a friend because they are
big enough to share. A favorite to
many after a long day of tubing.

Bobcat Nation

Grin’s

Los Cucos

Sean Patrick’s

$3 Chips & Queso
$2 Wells, Frozen ‘Ritas,
Domestic Bottles & Cans
Daily @ 3pm – 7pm
700 N LBJ
(512) 667-6393

Food specials
$.99 Margaritas
$5 Baby Beer Buckets
Mon-Th @ 2pm – 10 pm
802 N. LBJ Dr.
(512) 392-4746

$1.99 Margaritas
99¢ Domestic Pints
Mon-Tues all day
Wed-Fri ‘til 7pm
1617 Aquarena Springs Dr.
(512) 805-2444

Half Price Appetizers
50¢ Wings
$1 Off Drafts
& Wells $1.50 Margaritas
Everyday @ 3pm – 7 pm
202 E. San Antonio St
(512) 392-7310

Chimys Cerveceria
$.99 Crispy Tacos
Wells & Margarita specials
Mon–Fri @ 4pm – 7pm
217 E Hopkins
(512) 216-6175

Gumby’s

Palmer’s

$1.50 Ziegenbock
Daily
403 N. Guadalupe St.
(512) 754-8629

$3 and $5 specials
Mon-Fri @ 3pm – 6 pm
218 Moore St.
(512) 353-3500

Cody’s Bistro

3 for $25 Select Sushi Rolls
2 for $10 Appetizers
$2 and $3 drink specials
Everyday @ 2pm- 6pm
1328 N. I-35
(512) 878-1455

$1 Off Appetizers
$1 Off Draft Beer
$.50 Off Craft Bottles
$4 House Wine
Everyday @ 1pm- 6 pm
690 Centerpoint Rd.
(512) 393-2867
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Japan Latino

Railyard
$1 Off Appetizers
$1 Off Mixed Drinks
& House Wine
$.50 Off Beer
Everyday @ 3pm- 7 pm
& during train
116 S. Edward Gary St
(512) 392-7555

Tres Hermanas
$2 Drafts, $2.50 Wells
$7.50 Pitchers
Mon-Fri @ 4pm – 7pm
2550 Hunter Rd.
(512) 878-2405

Vodka St.
Half Price Appetizers
$3 Wells, $1 Off Drafts
Mon-Fri @3pm - 7pm
202 N LBJ Dr.
(512) 396-4260

Bars
Black Rabbit Saloon
$1 Off Everything
$2 Off Specialties

Mon-Fri @ 5pm – 8pm

127 E. Hopkins St
(512) 667-6313

Harper’s Pub

Treff’s Tavern

$2 Wells & Dom Bottles
3pm – 7pm Daily
139 E. Hopkins St.
(512) 878-2448

$1.75–$3 specials
Daily @ 1pm – 8pm
804 Chestnut St.

(512) 353-1594

Jack’s Roadhouse

Triple Crown

$3 Kamikaze Shots
$3 Red Snapper Shots

$2 or less specials
Mon-Fri til 7pm
1625 Hunter Rd.
(512) 392-3340

141 E. Hopkins
(512) 558-7399

Showdown

Gray Horse Saloon

3pm-3:15 pm, 5pm-5:15 pm
Everyday

Barfish Lounge
All Day, Everyday

$2–$5 specials
All day, Everyday
1904 Rand Road 12
(512) 878-8080.

Happy Minutes specials
207 E. Hutchison St.
(512) 392-7282

Taxi’s Piano Bar
Various specials

$1.75 Shiner & XX
$2.50 Big Bark & Guinness
$1.75 Wells
Mon-Fri @ 5pm - 8pm
206 N. Edward Gary St
(512) 396-2236

Zelicks
Various specials
Mon-Fri @ 3pm - 7pm
336 W. Hopkins St.
(512) 757-8787

Mon-Fri

202 N. LBJ Dr.
(512) 392-3031

Chimys.com

/chimys.sanmarcos
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Just in time for Summer we proudly introduce
our team of beautiful ambassadors. They
make sure we keep having fun, are seen
local events, and the go-to models for this
publication. Get to know them and be on
the look out for a special calendar edition
in August.

Chrystal Mattozzi
Age: 21
Marketing
Chrystal is a perfect mix of Venezuelan and Italian. She grew up in
Katy but loves Central Texas and is
sweeter than she is beautiful. She’s
outgoing, spontaneous and could
make anyone smile. Talks too much
when she’s had a good glass of
wine or an ace pear! She loves her
family unconditionally, but of course
they drive her crazy like any true
family does. You can find her having
Mimosas on a Saturday morning and
mass on Sunday night. She loves
her perfect little family: her dog Roxy,
boyfriend. Family and friends are
home for her and where her heart is.
Biggest Turn On: When my boyfriend kisses the back of my neck
Guilty Pleasure: My wine glass in a
candlelit bubble bath
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| Photos Eric Morales |
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Rafaela Simon
Age: 22
Psychology
Rafaela is a sweet, fierce, outgoing, sexy, fun
sized Latina who likes to go dancing and enjoys
outdoor activities such as biking, hiking, kayaking, rock climbing, running outdoors and lifting
weights. Being from a border town between Texas
and Louisiana, she loves Cajun food and country
dancing. She enjoys a romantic evening filled with
wine underneath the Texas stars. Rafaela also
goes by the nickname of “Rafi” and also enjoys
indoor things such as reading, writing, watching
action and horror movies, or just cuddling with her
kitty cat, Bella. All in all, she’s a friendly outgoing
girl with a lot to offer!
Biggest Turn On: Bad boys who have a truck
Biggest Turn Of: Arrogance

Sasha Rowe
Age: 20
Forensic Psychology
Sasha grew up in Halls, Tennessee, a very
small town near Nashville. She moved to
Texas during her High school years. Since
elementary schooI she’s always had a passion for cheerleading and it has become her
hobby of choice. With goals to graduate from
Texas State with a degree in Forensic Psychology she aspires to one day have a career
working with the FBI or CIA.
Biggest Turn On: Talking to a man who can
hold an intelligent conversation.
Biggest Turn Off: Guys with no
direction in life.
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Aaryn Elizabeth
Age: 22
Psychology
Aaryn was born in San Angelo, TX and was raised on her
family’s ranch. Before middle school, she moved to Colorado where she lived for 6 years. She was on an Elite
Cheerleading All-Star team and company dance team
until high school when she moved on to both varsity
dance and varsity cheer. She continued her passion for
gymnastics as a coach for two years. Aaryn competed
in 8 pageants and won 5, including Miss Teen Colorado
International. When she graduated high school, she
moved back to Texas to be near her family’s ranch. After
being accepted into Texas State, she joined the World
Renowned Texas State Strutters and Zeta Tau Alpha
sorority. She then went on to land a position on the Texas
Stars Ice Girls professional AHL cheerleading team. This
past November she won the Formula 1/Marussia Model
search, and in February of this year, she became a Cover
Model for Bella Petite Magazine and signed with Zephyr
Talent Agency as a model/actress. In addition, she currently works in film, commercial, print, and is a model for
Blue Sky Scrubs. Look for Aaryn this month at Austin
Fashion Week, as well as on TV once she reaches her
goal of becoming a host.
Biggest Turn On: Confidence, Athleticism,
and Intelligence
Biggest Turn Off: Needy guys!
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| Words & Photo Eric Morales |

- NEW -

Hardwood-Style
Floors & Furniture
first stop on shuttle bus route + semester leases
private bedrooms + private bathrooms

THEOUTPOSTSANMARCOS.COM • 512.392.7678 • 1647 POST ROAD

Abbey Delp
Age: 21
Public Relations
Chances are, if you’ve met Abbey, you’ve
never caught her without a smile on her
face. This 21 year old from Dallas,TX is
always down for a good time. A tomboy
at heart, she loves sports of all kinds
(especially volleyball--she even played
in college for awhile!) and being outside
for any reason. Her dog, Odie the corgi,
is her favorite thing in the world. You’ve
most likely seen her at Sean Patrick’s,
where she spends most of her days
working and hanging out with her Sean
P’s family. San Marcos will always have
her heart and be considered home, but
she can’t wait to graduate next May and
move to Colorado.
Biggest Turn On: Someone who can
make side splitting laughter an
everyday thing
Biggest Turn off: A man who doesn’t
know how to treat a woman right. Get it
together guys, it isn’t rocket science.
Guilty Pleasure: Gumbys. I could literally
eat it everyday.

Whitley Vacek
Age: 21
Pre-Physical Therapy
Whitley grew up in a small town of El Campo, TX.
Her friends call her Whit or Whitleezy. She was
involved in dance, competitive cheerleading, and
school cheerleading for majority of her life before
college. She’s one of a kind, and it’s difficult to top
her crazy, spontaneous personality. Whitley is quite
the jokester; she could make anyone crack a smile.
You will never see her without the color green on.
Whitley loves to workout and involves herself in
outdoor activities.
Whitley graduates this month, and she is going
to attend graduate school to obtain her Doctor of
Chiropractic. She will dual master, and she has high
hopes to work with athletes. Whitley is extremely
driven and determined, and without a doubt will be
successful in the future.
Biggest Turn On: Colored eyes & a great sense
of humor (if you can’t make me laugh, I’m not
interested)
Guilty Pleasure: Japanese food & bubble baths
(sometimes combined!)
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The Cottages at Hillside Ranch

Free Tanning & WiFi in Pool Area
Brand New 24 Hour Fitness Center
Free Internet
Free Cable with HBO
1&2 Bedrooms Available
Texas State Shuttle Route
Drive
Resort Style Pool 1350
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Tubs
5 Picnic and BBQ Pavilions
Large Pets Welcome
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Ainsley Parish
Age: 22
Pre-Physical Therapy
Bonjour je m’appelle Ainsley. Texas
born, Texas raised. She has been at
Texas State since she was a sophomore and loves every second of it.
Ainsley grew up dancing and doing
gymnastics and is currently a dancer
for the WNBA. She loves her family
and friends more than anything. Living
on the edge, Ainsley cant wait to see
where her life takes her.
Biggest Turn On: Confidence is sexy.
Guilty Pleasure: Candy and shoes!
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Jessica Pierce
Age: 22
Education
Jessica is an education major
at Texas State University. She
is passionate about fitness and
loves being active. Jessica loves
to travel and enjoys meeting new
people. She is a promotional
model for multiple companies
and maintains a strong a in her
studies. She will never settle for
anything less than the best and is
driven for success.
Biggest Turn On: A great smile
and a guy who knows how to be
a gentleman
Biggest Turn Off: Immaturity
and irresponsibility
Guilty Pleasure: Chocolate,
chocolate, chocolate

Ashley Pierce
Age: 22
Education
Ashley is a student at Texas State
University. She is currently studying
education. Some of Ashley’s passions are running, traveling, her dog
Grace, and most importantly, her
family and friends! Ashley travels all
over Texas as a promotional model
for multiple companies. Ashley’s
dream day is to lounge in the sun
with friends and drink margaritas by
the pool! Can someone make this
happen? Ashley loves her school
and takes Texas State pride everywhere. Eat ‘Em UP cats!!!
Turn on: Someone who has
goals, decisive, fit, and a genuine
personality!
Biggest Turn Off: Laziness
Guilty pleasure: Queso, salsa, and
hot fresh chips!

One Bed - $849
Two Bed - $529
Three Bed - $499
Four Bed - $479

Best
Amenities
with the
lowest
rates!!

FULLY FURNISHED
INDVIUAL LEASES
FREE CABLE/INTERNET
PET FRIENDLY
24 HR GYM

FREE TANNING
VEGAS STYLE POOL
NIGHT PATROL
ON BUS LINE
SALON!

512-392-4146
thelodgeatsouthwest.com
1975 Aquarena Springs Drive
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COME HELL
or high water
THE OYLIMPIC OUTDOOR CENTER IS DETERMINED TO CHANGE
LIVES IN NEED OF HEALING WHILE REACHING FOR GOLD
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Craft Is Celebrat
Over 60 Taps Serving Artisan

Proudly Pouring The Larges
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seanpatrickstx.com | 202

ted On Draught
Brews From Texas To Ireland.

st Selection In Hays County

2 East San Antonio Street
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260 Mile
Creek With
only a Paddle
Since June 1963, the Texas
Water Safari has been encouraging adventurous souls
to navigate from San Marcos
to the Gulf Coast as fast as
they can...without a motor.
Last year’s Men’s Solo winner Kyle Mynar made the 260
mile trek in 46 hours and 32
minutes. If you want to spend
some quality time outdoors
and on the water this summer, the registration deadline
for the Texas Water Safari
is May 24. The race begins
June 8th at 9am.

Home Cookin’
Cottage Kitchen started more than 30 years ago with a group of friends serving their favorite
family recipes at the Charles S. Cock House Museum. Now once a month, the Heritage
Association opens its doors for a home cooked meal. Profits from the luncheons are used for
the beautification and restoration of the museum, park grounds and river walk. Everyone is
welcomed.
400 W. Hopkins Street 11am – 3pm $7 May 3

Downtown
sidewalk sale
The process of revamping the downtown
streets and sidewalks on LBJ and Hutchison
doesn’t mix too well with customer traffic. For
that reason, the shops in the area are hosting
a Shop Downtown Sidewalk Sale on the third
Saturday of the month, May 18. Work your way
around the construction, check out the progress, and take advantage of the huge savings
offered downtown. Enjoy lunch at your favorite
nearby restaurant while you’re at it.

san Marcos Home tour
An eclectic selection of homes and office buildings will be included on the 38th Annual Tour
of Homes in San Marcos, May 4-5 from 1-5pm
each day. Sponsored by the Heritage Association, the “Revisiting Historic Hopkins: Gateway
to San Marcos” tour will feature five different
homes along Hopkins Street as well as one
stop on nearby San Antonio Street. All were
built in the late 1800s or early 1900s. Maps
and tickets for the tour can be purchased for
$10 at the Charles S. Cock House Museum on
400 E. Hopkins Street or join the tour at one of
the stops.
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Course Map

texaswatersafari.org

| By Morgan Kemper |

Colds/Flu/Respiratory
Muscle/Joint Injuries & Sprains
Minor fractures
Skin Irritations & Cuts
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Care

www.ctmc.org

512.353.8979

1941 North IH 35 in San Marcos - near Wonder World Drive
512.353.6425 www.liveoakhealthpartners.com
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go outside? umm yeah!
in your hands lies a local publication – born
and raised right in san Marcos. With each
new issue we are changing and growing
alongside a city and university striving to
reach it’s full potential. because of that,
we have found ourselves at a crossroad. is
bobCatFans a college publication with a
san Marcos emphasis, or are we a san Marcos
publication with a college name?

frastructure and carefully laying the groundwork to ensure this publication characterizes
the little piece of heaven that embodies our
community. Everyday we are inspired by the
vibrant college culture that meshes with an
eclectic and savvy local scene. Diversity adds
to our city’s beauty, and we hope that our new
adventure will better represent our growing
readership.

staying true to our bobCatFans roots, an
idea formed on the texas state campus, we
proudly hold on to our namesake; however,
we are making room to include a wonderful
city and serve all the readers in our community, not only in content but in name.
because our city and university share so
many amazing qualities, we felt it was appropriate to incorporate the community as
a whole. not a decision taken lightly, but we
want to be honest with our readers about the
two things we love the most: texas state and
san Marcos.

a vision years in the making – we proudly
introduce to you: sMtX. over the years,
the community has proven its willingness to
invest in quality, and we are investing right
back. More and more of our resources have
been allocated to writing, photography and
graphic design in a deliberate attempt to
create a magazine on par with any major city.
Fifty issues of bobCatFans prepared the
way to take this next step—a total commitment to delivering a high quality, local publication for every student, resident and guest in
town to read and enjoy.

Looking back, you can see the plans made for
such growth, slowly piecing together the in-

yes, it’s an exciting era to chronicle the life
and times of san Marcos. What’s your story?
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sMtX | train HarD. Eat FrEsH.

Proﬁles

Enjoys a surprise surf spot at the Rio Vista Dam on the San Marcos River
thanks to a lack of rain. When drought conditions are stong the low flow over
the tube chute give surfers a crispy wave, while medium to high flow rate
creates a more spongy wave. A small silver lining and a little standing wave
surfing for those days you can’t make it to the coast. If you are interested in
giving standing wave a go, Texas Whitewater has the most comprehensive
list of standing waves in Texas along with break down information.
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| Photo Jeff Loftin |

Rio Vista Dam
Check out some Videos
of Dam Surfing

Notes | WHErE to train

Garrett McSpadden

WAKE SURFING

Central Texas | River Guide

Floating the rivers in Central Texas is the earth’s perfect
answer to 100 degree days. Which is why it’s so surprising when you meet someone living in the area who has
never gone tubing. There are few better ways to spend
your time and money. It’s easy to determine which river is
the right fit for you.

GET YOUR BUTT WET
San Marcos River (SMTX)
If you are looking for clean water, you will find
it on the San Marcos River. The water from
its spring-fed source is 10 times cleaner than
EPA standards for drinking water! The usual
float is one mile which takes about 45 mins.
The river is a constant 72 degrees. When
you’re done, you can continue swimming at
Rio Vista Park or make a quick 10 minute
walk back to the beginning and toob it again,
or catch a shuttle operated by the Lions Club
of San Marcos.

Family Recommended: Yes
Waters: Calm
Views: TXST and City of San Marcos
Time: 45 minutes - hour
Note: For the more adventurous, with a
tube of your own, you can continue past
Rio Vista Park into a more secluded part
of the river. This will lead you to the east
side of town where you float under I-35
and eventually exit at J. Stokes Park. Make
sure you have set up proper transportation
to get back. Adds 90 minutes to float time.

San Marcos River

(Martindale)

Driving down HWY 80 towards Martindale
is where you can catch a little wilder part
of the San Marcos River, and the “toobers”
themselves. This part of the river has two
well known toob outfitters, Don’s Fish Camp
and Texas State Tubes. They will both rent
you a toob and drop you in at the 101 bridge
(TXSTubes allows you to get in with no waiting for a bus) where you will float for about
2.5 to 3 hours depending on water flow. This
part of the river is a hot spot for college-aged
toobers looking for fewer rules and regulations and is by far one of the most scenic
floats with a better view of nature as you
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pass large trees and see small wildlife like
frogs and turtles..

Family Recommended: Early hours only
Waters: Calm with one or two rough spots
Views: God’s Counrty
Time: 2 1/2 - 3 hours
Note: The land along this float is privately
owned. Be mindful when stopping along
the banks; some landowners do not look
kindly on trespassing. Rude behavior or
treating of folk’s property is not part of
the solution but the problem. Friends
don’t let friends be a jackass because
jackasses can ruin it for everyone else.

Guadalupe River

(New Braunfels)

The Guadalupe is easily the most popular river to float in Texas. This river changes as the
flow fluctuates with the release rate of water
from Canyon Dam. On the weekends, the
Guadalupe is a great party river and attracks
all ages. It is crowded, and it is fun. The river
is large, and the outfitters are prepared. Unlike the small central Texas rivers like the San
Marcos or the Comal, the Guadalupe tubing
areas are spread out over many miles. The
Guadalupe has rapids, boulders, and tube
chutes. The landscape is remote, and the
water is more intense than the other rivers in
the area because of the dam at Canyon lake.
Tubes often come with bottoms to protect
you from jagged rocks and rapids.

Family Recommended: Find a calm section
Waters: Unpredicable and more intense
Views: Nature
Time: There are multiple options for in-andout points and length of float, making trips
unique.

Note: The Guadalupe is a very long river with
many tubing options as follows...
The Horseshoe - A fun loop float on the upper Guadalupe. After about an hour, you can
take out at the bridge, walk about five minutes, and put back in for another go round!
Or, continue downriver to the chute.
The Chute - This is a tube chute that’s a few
hundred yards long and a ton of fun. When
it’s over, you can continue on, or get out and
tube it again. Hold on to your glasses and
asses!

Around Gruene - There are sets of small
rapids all over this float. When water levels
are low, this is one of the only places to tube
on the Guadalupe. When water levels are
high, this can be a very wild rapid ride.

Comal River

(New Braunfels)

The Comal River is the shortest river in the
world. Really! The Comal begins at Comal
Springs in Landa Park and flows 2.5 miles
(4 km) until its junction with the Guadalupe.
But within its short distance, the Comal is
packed with people having a good time. This
is not a rafting river; this is the amusement
park of the Texas rivers. Easy, slow, and not
too cold. The Comal is a comfortable and
refreshing 70-72 degrees. This gem was
made for easy, laid-back floating. Besides the
single tube chute, there are no other rapids,
boulders, or major obstacles on the river. The
outfitters for the Comal are generally located
off Common Street and provide easy to find
shuttles.

Family Recommended: Yes
Waters: Calm (one tube chute)

04.13 | SMTX | BOBCATFANS 11

The DIY
Float Trip
(Do It Yourself)

TIP: Parachute
Cord is a strong,
light, and versatile
rope for the river.

Wondering if you should float
again with an outfitter or invest
in your own tubes?
Well that depends if you
want to trade convenience
for time & money. Using an
outfitter is easy.
DIYing it, involves much
more planning. You’ll have to
find legal access points and
parking, plan transportation,
buy and inflate tubes, and
then transport everything
along the way. Good planning and knowing the area is
half the battle.
Buying Tubes
New rubber intertubes are
available at any tire store
or Walmart. You’ll want 20
inch tubes or larger. The
tubes can cost you form $16
- $30. For liability reasons
some tire shops will not sell
if they know there intended

use is for tubing. You can
always purchase thiner
plastic tubes from places like
HEB and Academy. Those
tubes are ideal for calm rivers with less rocks. They are
not as durable, but are more
comfortable than their rubber tube counterparts.
Getting On The Water
Access can be tricky if
you’re not using an outfitter.
In Texas, legal access points
are where bridges cross
a navigable river, or many
rivers have public parks.
Tresspassing in not recommended. This is Texas...we
own guns.
Transportation
Once you’ve identified good
in-and-out points, you’ll
need at least two cars for
DIY tubing.

Take your tubes, coolers,
and what not, and drop
everything off at your access
point. Two people will drive
to the pickup point and leave
one car there. Drive back to
the access point, leave a car
there, and jump in!
When you’re float trip is over
you’ll be at your vehicel. Two
people will go and retrieve
the other car, return, and
pick everyone else up along
with your gear. Drive home
safe!
.

Note: If you and the crew are heavy
drinkers then it’s safer to let the professionals handle your transportation
needs. The best way to learn the nuances of floating any river is to use an
outfitter first. Pay attention and look for
ways to do it yourself in the future.

Bailey (8 months) enjoys a day @ 5 Mile Dam

WHAT TO BRING AND NOT TO BRING
images by watertherules.com

NOT ALOWED ON ANY RIVER

Tubing Is A Family Sport

Family Tubing Tips
1.

All rivers are usally family friendly the earlier you
get on the water, especially on weekdays.

2.

Ask an outfitter, most want famiily business and
will give you insight and cater to your needs.

3.

Beginners with families should start on the
Comal and Lion’s Club San Marcos floats.

4.

Really young Central Texans should try the
Blanco River’s Five Mile Dam (weak current)
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OK SAN MARCOS RIVER

Notes | tHE ruLEs

Take the kids! It’s true, tubing can be a rowdy, that’s
why they’ll love it. Sure, sometimes there will be “very
happy” college students, or adults acting likewise, but
if you’re looking for a relaxing family trip with children,
there is no reason that you stay away. Timing,
planning and location solves everything.

San Marcos River and
Park rules...

keepalidonit.org

	
  

Non-Disposable Containers
COMAL RIVER
	
  
LOWER GUADALUPE
RIVER
SAN MAROCS RIVER	
   (PERFERD)
Heading down to
New Braunfels...

watertherules.com
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Waterproof Matches.
Will NOT ignite
under water.

50 ft. of Fishing Line.
Imagine you’re on
SURVIVOR and hope for
the best.

4 Fish
Hooks
&
4 Sinker
Weights

Map Compass.
Incase the the
GPS on your
phone doesn’t
work.

18 x 12 in.
piece of
Aluminum
Foil

3 safety pins

8 feet of
Snare Wire.
Ever eat squirrel?

10 feet
Emergency Cord
Surgical Blade

Emergency Whistle.
Most used item.

the finer
points
Of A Basic
Survival Kit

An 80 x 50 inch Emergency
Blanket. Think of yourself as a
human burrito who stays warm.

Into the wild. Think of this compact ultralight survival kit as an
inexpensive form of insurance.
If things go wrong, you’ll really
be glad you have it. Great for
hiking, biking and saving
your ass.

36 inch of Duct Tape. Saved
Astronauts during Apollo 13.

5 Wound
Closure Strips

Notes | survivaL

Reusable Zipper-Lock Bag
Can be used to stow water
or keep essential gear dry.

Difference between
“lost” and “stranded?”
Lost is not knowing
where you are nor
which way you should
go. Stranded is usually
knowing where you are
but no one else seems
to know.
Depending on where
you are, looking for
water will be your top
priority. Do not eat until
you’ve found water
because the body need
lots of it to digest food
properly.
Find shelter that
protects you from
the weather and
temperature to keep dry,
cool, reduce thirst, and
retain body heat. Bases
of trees work well in a
pinch.

Healing Waters
Ben, Kelly, and David are all fighting
for the same thing: to save lives.
They are all working together to
bring joy into the lives of those who
may have lost sight of what
is around them.

“at the end
of the day,
it’s kind of in
God’s hands
and I just
show up.”

| List By Diana Hendricks |
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“they have shown
me that from the
great depths of
what could be
a tragedy from
some, is merely
a starting point
leading to a life
of triumph and
beauty.”

“Kayaking is,” said
David, “the most
adaptive sport
available…
No arm? No leg?
No problem.”
“Pain is inevitable, suffering
is optional.” –The Dalai Lama
On a normal day, Halliburton
employee David Etier was
reassembling an oil pump that had
gone down. According to David,
workers were in a hurry to get the
machine back in operation, and
some of them were new. In the
confusion, something went wrong,
and the machine that should
have been offline turned on while
David was working. His hand was
crushed.
An ambulance took him to the
hospital where he spent the next 16
days watching his hand deteriorate
from necrosis. After being
transferred to another hospital,
more surgeries were performed and
things started looking up.
Shortly after recovery, and holding
on to the hope that everything

18 BOBCATFANS | SMTX | 04.13

would be back to normal within
a year, David suffered a bone
infection. David didn’t just lose his
hand. The surgeon amputated his
arm below the elbow to prevent the
infection from spreading.
David accepted and decided to
move on with life. At this point,
his shoulder had locked up, and
he was looking for ways to at least
bring range of motion. David had
never been in a boat previous to
his purchase of his first kayak, but
it seemed to David like something
he could do. It involved a lot of arm
movement with the paddle, so he
thought he’d give it a try. Turned
out, David could not only do it, but
he did it well. Not too long after his
venture into kayaking, his physical
therapist released him. He was told
that they could not do more for him
because he was already doing so
much for himself.

My short time spent over a few
weeks with former Olympian and
coach, Ben Kvanli, and his two
assistant instructors, Kelly Allen
and David Etier, led me to catch a
glimpse of a reality many of us never
see. They have shown me that from
the great depths of what could be a
tragedy for some is merely a starting
point leading to a life of triumph
and beauty. They all have different
reasons for doing what they do, but
the outcome is the same: together
they change the lives of those
around them.
Kelly Allen’s starting point is much
different from David’s. There was
no traumatic accident that would
change the course of Kelly’s life.
Proximal Femoral Focal Deficiency
(PFFD) set her on the path she’s
on today from the moment of
conception. Kelly was born without
a left femur or fibula. She does not
have a knee, and her left hip never

fully developed. None of this has stopped
her from taking 1st at US Nationals in
Oklahoma City and placing 4th at the
2012 ICF Sprint World Cup in Poznan,
Poland. Her sights are set on 2016.

opened more doors for me than it has
closed. If I was born ‘correctly,’ I might
not have had the opportunities I’ve had.
I’m OK with who I am. I love my little leg!”
she said with a brilliant smile.

They are both training and preparing for
a shot at the 2016 Paralympics. Not only
that, but David is aiming for the 2016
Olympics, meaning he will compete as a
true underdog.

At three days old, doctors at the Mayo
Clinic told her parents that she was one
of 36 people with a class D condition
they had ever seen. What most people
would consider a tragedy, Kelly considers
a blessing.

The Dalai Lama said that pain is
inevitable, but suffering is a choice.

Kelly and David train every day, spending
up to four hours a day paddling. This life
track came to both David and Kelly while
at routine doctor visits. They each told
their own story of how they had gone in
for a visit and noticed a poster for the
Extremity Games, which is like the X
Games for people with limb loss or limb
difference. “I went into my prosthetist’s
office in my usual room,“ said Kelly, “and
there was a flyer. It looked cool. I got a
sponsorship, and it changed my life.”

“My mom always tells me,“ said Kelly,
”that everyone has a disability in life, but
that mine just happens to show a little
bit more. I’m just lucky that mine has

David and Kelly did not choose their
circumstance. But, they don’t see it
as having had things taken away from
them. They choose to view their lives as
opportunities given. They choose daily
to make the most of what they’ve been
given.

“The first year, they didn’t have kayaking.
It was rock-climbing,” Kelly continued.
“So, that was something I felt like I could
do. It was crazy, I didn’t know what to
expect. And when I got there and saw
how hardcore everyone was, I thought,
these are athletes, they aren’t disabled
athletes.”
Once kayaking was introduced in the
Extremity Games, life changed even
more. Both Kelly and David competed
in the Extremity Games, where they
met Ben Kvanli. What followed was the
building of friendships and Ben deciding
to recruit both David and Kelly to come to
San Marcos to train and coach full-time.

“I mean, it’s not a
bad life. I basically
eat, breathe and
sleep in a boat on
the water in one of
the most beautiful
cities on Earth.”

They all live separately on the premises
and spend most of their time on the
water. “I get up in the morning,” said
Kelly. “I have an hour or two of training in
the gym. I come back, eat, and then go
out on the water until I have to leave for
work. Then, if I’m feeling really good, I go
out for midnight training.” She paused,
smiled, and then continued, “I mean, it’s
not a bad life. I basically eat, breathe and
sleep in a boat on the water in one of the
most beautiful cities on Earth.”
For David, it’s peaceful. He can spend
up to 5-6 hours on a boat and feel
rejuvenated. “Kayaking is,” said David,
“the most adaptive sport available… No
arm? No leg? No problem.”
Although their own training is central to
the lives of Kelly and David, they have
also taken on the responsibility, along
with Ben, of helping others. The people
04.13 | SMTX | BOBCATFANS 19

they help have, in many cases,
come from much darker
experiences.
Ben Kvanli speaks
slowly, giving
thought
to his

the hope that he and his team can give
them a place to heal, and eventually
thrive again. Ben described how young
men have been brought to him straight
from hospital recovery. “They would
hand-carry guys to me, still bleeding
through bandages.”
Veteran Adventures provides an
atmosphere where these wounded
warriors can thrive. Having goals and
a group of support really makes a
difference. “We feed off each
other’s energy,” said Ben.
“The power of suggestion
is strong whether it’s positive
or negative. And, they’ve [the
veterans] had very negative things
inserted into their lives by war. All
we have to do is to [take them] in the
opposite direction. It can be a very
beautiful thing.”

“If
you
didn’t
have that
potential
for failure,
you wouldn’t
work as hard
as you do for
success.”

Veterans are brought to Ben with
20 BOBCATFANS | SMTX | 04.13

The injuries that took longest to recover
from were a separated shoulder
and broken leg. Ben was keeping
his cardio up by swimming with one
arm. He couldn’t run, because his leg
couldn’t bear the weight.
According to Ben, it was through
these injuries that he truly learned to
persevere. Through sheer willpower
and grit, Ben was able to come back
to compete in the 1996 Olympics. But,
it’s much simpler when one has the
hopes of a full physical recovery. Many
of the veterans that Ben helps struggle
with emotional traumas as well as
physical traumas.
“A guy who was blown up in
December, came to me in March, he
spent a significant amount of time
in a military type prison, psychiatric
wards… He’s not in the win column
yet, but he’s still with us. He’s still in
play; we’re still working on it. But,
these are real battles. The devil exists,
and he’s playing with us sometimes.”
Ben understands all too well the real
battles and struggles with life and

“My mission in life is to help people
understand that we should be
accepting of everyone. Everyone is
unique,” said Kelly. Her hope is to tell
the world that those born “different” are
not so different at all.
David wants to share and help others
overcome as he is doing. “It’s not
over.” No matter how dark things can
get, there is always a hope. Kelly is
happy just to be sharing in that hope
and being able to spread it around.
Ben’s goal is simple. He just wants to
do good by others. “At the end of the
day, it’s kind of in God’s hands, and I
just show up.”
Feel free to reach out to Ben, Kelly and
David. Everyone is always welcome to
visit the Olympic Training Center and
paddle around with the group.

Notes | LEarn MorE

words
before
he states,
“The people
[we] work with
have literally been
blown up… They are
missing limbs.” Ben,
David, and Kelly help
veterans cope with injuries
by showing them that life
doesn’t have to be over.

For Ben, it all started in 1989 while en
route to the Championships. Ben was
a passenger in a car that was literally
launched off an overpass and landed
on its side. Ben ended up being
crushed beneath two other bodies.

death. Ben didn’t start the program
initially to help only veterans. “The
fact of the matter is that I started this
program because of my little brother,”
said Ben. “I started this [program] to
give him something better than drugs,
natural highs instead of artificial ones.”
Ben’s voice cracked a little when he
told of his brother,Jordan. “He died last
year of a heroin overdose.”
“If you didn’t have that potential for
failure, you wouldn’t work as hard as
you do for success. I won’t lie,” said
Ben. “I slip up all the time. I make
mistakes. I don’t know what I’m
getting myself into. We’re just getting
in there, and we’re going to see what
we can do. Sometimes it works, and
sometimes it doesn’t. The lives are
really on the line.”

Kelly Allen’s Blog

oneandonehalf.com

Adventure For
Wounded Veterans

veteransaventure.org

Olympic
Outdoor Center

kayakinstruction.org
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Outdoor
Dining

802 N. LBJ
SMTX 78666
(512) 392-4746

Established

The weather was playing tricks on us for a
while as winter did not want to give in so easily
this year, but it can fight for only so long in
Central Texas. Now that Spring is in full bloom
and Summer is just around the corner we
trade in our jackets for tank-tops and head
outside to take in the sun...as well as tasty
food and cold drinks. It’s time to break bread
in the great outdoors.

Smiling on
San Marcos since
February 1975

Parking

Private lot,
plenty of space.

Views

The North end of the
Texas State campus

Times

11am-10pm Daily
Happy Hour 2-10pm
Mon-Thur

Signitures

Hamburgers
Chicken Fried Steak
Buckets of Beer
Margaritas

The Deck @ Grins

Much like Grin’s Margarita’s or Grin’s itself, dining
on the wrap around deck atop N LBJ street is
an iconic part of living in SMTX. It’s a 1500 sq ft
right of passage for anyone who spends time in
the river city. Since 1975 Grins has been serving
up smiles, spirits, and delicious food with a great
view of Texas State and San Marcos.

The Good Grub Guide highlights the dishes and
neighborhood favorites in the area’s food scene. They
are reviewed and selected by the editorial staff.
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KEY

Delivery
Happy Hour
Outdoor Seating

Grins Girls

Known for having a
beautiful and
courteous wait staff.

$$$ Most Entrees over $20
$$ Most Entrees $10 - $20
$
Most Entrees under $10
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Mon-Sat.
1917 Dutton Drive, Ste 104
San Marcos (512) 396-9919
$ BYOB

BARBECUE
Cooper’s Old Time Pit BBQ
Talk about amazing dry-rub barbeque.
Served on the weekends is the ever so
popular off-the-bone pork chop, which
is so flavorful you don’t even need the
sauce. Lunch and dinner daily.
1125 Texas 337 Loop
New Braunfels
(830) 627-0627
$$
Hays County BBQ & Catering
With excellent reviews across the
board, this is pit Bar-B-Q done with
Central Texas tradition. The housemade cheddar & jalapeno sausage is
simply amazing. Slow smoked brisket,
turkey, ribs and chops satisfy.
Lunch and dinner Mon-Sat.
2601 Hunter Road, San Marcos
(512) 392-6000
$

Al Fresco @
Italian Garden
San Marcos’ little pasta paradise
recently added an outdoor patio. And
since it is BYOB you are welcome to
bring a bottle of your favorite wine to
pair with their eggplant rollatini.

AMERICAN
Cool Mint Café
Just off campus is a slightly hidden
1920’s Arts and Crafts Bungalow style
café. With fine dining in mind, Cool
Mint chef serves only the freshest ingredients. Lunch and dinner Tues-Sat.
415 Burleson St, San Marcos
(512) 396-2665
$$
Gills Chicken
A San Marcos original Gill’s serves
crisp and golden, yet juicy, fried
chicken. Not to mention, the fried okra
is something to rave about. Lunch and
dinner daily.
2550 Hunter Rd, #1112, San Marcos
(512) 353-3113
$
Grins
A true San Marcos icon that has been
enjoyed by several generations of stu24 BOBCATFANS | SMTX | 04.13

dents and locals. Order a juicy burger
or chicken fried steak with a margarita
and dine on their outdoor patio. Lunch
and dinner daily.
802 N LBJ, San Marcos
(512) 392-4746
$

tent, fresh and inspired. The Guadalupe
Roll is very popular and a hefty size,
and the egg drop soup is one-of-akind. Lunch and dinner daily.
1528 Common Street, New Braunfels
(830) 620-1888
$$$

Gristmill
Located along the Guadalupe River in
historic Gruene, this massive restaurant is perfect for a family outing. It has
a cheerful atmosphere, and as for the
food, well, it’s just plain deliciousness.
There is usually a wait, but it’s indeed
worth it. Lunch and dinner daily.
1287 Gruene Rd, New Braunfels
(830) 625-0684
$$

How Do You Roll?
A fusion sushi joint where you pick the
ingredients and it’s made for in quickly
right before your eyes. Choose from
a large selection of sauces, wraps and
toppings. Try the 420 roll. Delicious
and inexpensive. Lunch and dinner
daily.
420 University Drive, San Marcos
(512) 393-2221
$

ASIAN
A-Tan Asian Bistro & Sushi Bar
This little bistro has flat-out the best
sushi in New Braunfels, always consis-

Prik Nam Pla Thai Cuisine
With especially fantastic curry dishes,
this Thai restaurant in San Marcos is a
gem. Try the Pad Thai and fish cakes.
The service is consistently accommodating and friendly. Lunch and dinner

Milt’s Pit BBQ
Located in the downtown district, it’s
barbeque Kyle residents visit over and
over again. They’re the ones with the
finest sauce you never saw coming.
Lunch and dinner Tues-Sun. Cash only.
208 W Center Street, Kyle
(512) 268-4734
$
BYOB

BREAKFAST & TACOS
Lolita’s Café
This taco stand is arguably the mecca
of San Marcos breakfast tacos. Two
drive-thrus and a walk up window
make it easy to grab and go. With ingredients made fresh bright and early,
you’ll never be disappointed. If you’re
really hungry try the Burrito California, ask for lots of napkins. Breakfast
and lunch daily.
1501 Aquarena Springs, San Marcos
(512) 392-3441
$
Pike Restaurant & Antiques
Formerly an old Ford dealership, the
transition to a restaurant turned out
to be vintage and exciting. This place
is fantastic for brunch, especially their
omelets. Breakfast and lunch daily.
386 W. San Antonio St, New Braunfels
(830) 387-4594
$$

25
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GLOBAL
Euro Café & Market
Here’s a local joint where you actually
want to try something new for every
visit. Featuring authentic Mediterranean style entrees including gyros,
kebabs and greek
yogurt for dessert. Lunch and dinner
daily.
350 North Guadalupe Street,
San Marcos (512) 392-6044
$
Vodka Street
Located on The square, this classic
bistro and bar serves up amazing tapas,
burgers, and brunch on sundays. The
food is beautifully presented and serves
old-fashioned favorites as well as tasty
global dishes that make it stand out.
Dinner daily. sunday brunch.
202 North LBJ Drive
San Marcos, TX 78666
(512) 396-4260
$

ITALIAN
ilario’s
This quaint little trip to italy is great
for any occasion. The menu features
old style pizzas and an array of popular
italian dishes with delicious garlic
bread at a reasonable price. Local tX
wine. Lunch and dinner daily.
5401 s. FM 1626, kyle
(512) 268-3300
$
Italian Garden
Located right next to campus, this little
restaurant has become a local staple.
serving delicious dishes that are easy
on the pocketbook. Lunch and dinner
daily.
415 North LBJ Drive, San Marcos
(512) 392-8730
$

MEXICAN
Chimy’s Cerveceria
it’s what you get when you blend a bar
with tasty mexican joint. perfect for
a quick bite or relaxing with a strong
margarita after a long day on the river.
Watch the game while scarfing on a
ridiculous portion of fajita nachos.
Lunch and dinner Mon-sat.
217 E. Hopkins, San Marcos
(512) 216-6175
$

Milagro’s Hill Country Tex-Mex
Located at the junction of Ranch Road 12 and FM 32 on your way to Wimberley, Milagro’s offers
a tastey Tex-Mex menu and views of the Hill Country. Enjoy a huge covered patio complete with
a varity of drink selctions. Open daily at 11am.
Garcia’s Mexican Food
Restaurant
now with two locations in san Marcos,
this is tex-Mex at its finest. They have
terrific chips and salsa to start off with
and great fajitas and enchilada entrees.
breakfast, lunch and dinner daily.
1917 Dutton Drive, San Marcos
(512) 353-0099
$
Zookas Ultimate Burrito
Most common response: obsessed!
With unusual sauce options, this local burrito shop puts other chains to
shame. serving up endless combinations, this is truly the ultimate burrito
shop. Lunch and dinner daily.
312 University Drive Ste A,
San Marcos (512) 353-3913
$

PIZZERIA
Brewster’s Pizza
take a drive through the hill country
and stop for an amazing pizza pie, and
an even more amazing beer, many of

which are brewed on site. The omnivore with spinach is a top preference,
substitute wheat crust for a slight flavor
twist. Lunch and dinner tues-sun.
9595 Ranch Road 12, Wimberley
(512) 847-3299
$$
Gumby’s Pizza & Buffet
Here’s a typical college pizza joint, but
with a lunch buffet and striking salad
bar, always with daily specials and
the famous stoner pie. Here’s a place
perfect for some after-the-bar grub.
Lunch buffet daily.
403 North Guadalupe Street,
San Marcos (512) 754-8629
$

PUB/SPORTS BAR
Center Field Sports
Bar & Grill
This sports bar is warm and inviting
with the delicious array of wings and
burgers. With their huge portions
and addicting french fries, you’ll have
plenty to sit through an entire game.

Lunch and dinner daily.
200 West Center Street, Kyle
(512) 268-1400
$
Mozie’s Bar & Grill
Located in the cozy town of gruene,
you’ve found yourself standing among
history. Mozie’s is very narrow and
long, and the food is always enjoyable,
especially the shiner battered onion
rings and famous fish tacos. Lunch and
dinner daily.
1601-A Hunter Road, New Braunfels
(830) 515-1281
$$
Sean Patrick’s
Located on The square, this beautiful
pub features the most beer taps in all
of Hays Country. From their delicious
guinness burger to the bangers &
Mash, it has a vast food menu with a
texas-irish kick. Lunch and dinner
daily.
202 East San Antonio Street,
San Marcos (512) 392-7310
$
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SANDWICHES
Mochas and Javas
A local favorite for studying, web
surfing, or catching up with friends,
this coffee shop serves a variety of
heavenly panini sandwiches. Breakfast and lunch daily.
700 N LBJ Drive #103, San Marcos
(512) 396-5282
$
Pedestrian Café
Located in Mimi’s Trailer Park, this
food truck combines an array of
robust and fresh flavors to form an
epic meal. Each dish is hearty with
various sides to accompany
whatever your heart desires. Lunch
and dinner daily.
301 N Guadalupe St., San Marcos
(512) 618-5411
$

NO PLATES CAN HOLD
OUR BAR-B-QUE
Preserving
Central Texas
Tradition!

Which Wich
Sure, here’s one of your typical sub
sandwich food chains, but they
really do have a crispy style and
distinct zest of their own. Which
Wich is quick, close to campus and,
of course, affordable on any budget.
Breakfast, lunch and dinner daily.
302 University, San Marcos
(512) 396-4924
$
The Leaning Pear
Adventure out into the beautiful
hill country and make sure to stop
at The Leaning Pear. The chef has
the gift of fusing flavors that will
surpass your imagination. There
isn’t a dish that will disappoint.
Lunch daily, dinner Fri-Sat. Closed
Tuesday.
111 River Rd, Wimberley
(512) 847-7327
$
Naturally
Featuring outstanding homemade
quiche and yummy sandwiches, this
place is great to take the edge off
during your lunch break. The salads
and smoothies are a great alternative
for a healthy meal as well. Lunch
Mon-Sat.
1102 N. Walnut, New Braunfels
(830) 214-6300
$

BRISKET - PORK RIBS - PORK CHOPS CHICKEN - TURKEY - SAUSAGE

hayscobbq.com 512-392-6000
28 BOBCATFANS | SMTX | 04.13

MON - SAT 11 a.m -8 p.m.

STEAKS & SEAFOOD
Bordeaux’s
Serving up filet mignon and fresh
seafood like it’s nobody’s business
with sides that are just as scrumptious. Located in the heart of Kyle,
Emeril Lagasse has dined there to
enjoy Chef Larson’s menu. Dinner
Mon-Sat.
108 West Center Street, Kyle
(512) 268-3463
$$$
KOBE Steakhouse
Hibachi grill for Steaks & Seafood,
terrific sushi, happy hour and Asian
cuisine all in one! KOBE serves
up any
combination you’re craving.
Lunch and dinner daily.
515 Springtown Way, San Marcos
(512) 396-7200
$$
McAdoo’s Seafood Company
This Cajun style seafood restaurant
and bar has wonderful food and
impeccable service to go along with
it. Have a drink at the bar while you
wait to be seated, then enjoy fresh
oysters, fish, or crawfish. Overall,
it’s a great fine dining experience
for a night out on the town. Lunch
and dinner daily.
196 Castell, New Braunfels
(830) 629-3474
$$$
Myron’s Prime Steak House
Sophisticated and upscale, yet relaxed, this prime steakhouse offers
succulent steaks and seafood. The
menu is a-la-carte, so everyone can
experience a little bit of everything.
Dinner daily.
136 North Castell Avenue, New
Braunfels. (830) 624-1024
$$$

What
goodness
tastes like.
“eat‘em

self-serve frozen yogurt has evolved!
No high fructose corn syrup. Gluten Free. Antioxidant & Vitamin Additives.

(512) 393-2228

Up Cats

420 University Dr. Monday-Sunday 11AM – 10PM

®

Fresh, Fast
& Made For You

ROLLING ‘EM UP @ 420 UNIVERSITY DR. (512)-393-2211
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Kevin Purdy

So High
He TOUCHES
THE SKY

Skydive San Marcos Instructor,
Kevin Purdy, is a delightfully
content human being. I showed
up at Skydive San Marcos while
he was in mid-prep for a tandem
jump. They went up in the plane
and were gone for about 1520 minutes before I saw the
first tiny dots (people) falling
from the sky. It’s a pretty
quick experience. Jumpers
are freefalling for about 30
seconds (which feels like
two minutes, according to
Kevin), before they pull.
It’s not Just a bunch of
adrenaline junkies.
The people I met at
Skydive San Marcos
are more “down
to Earth” than
you might
imagine.

Q: Where are you from Kevin?
From Eagle, Idaho. I grew up on a
dairy farm. I started working for
Albertson’s corporation, but when
I saw Point Break, I went out to the
local skydiving center.
Q: How long have you been
skydiving?
Going on 22 years. I was working
at Albertson’s at night so I could
skydive during the day.
Q: How long have you been
with Skydive San Marcos?

teachers) for the Tandem method,
and working on becoming an
examiner for the other methods.
Q: Have you ever lost anything in
the sky?
Yeah [laughs]. One time, I had
industrial Velcro holding a Minolta
film camera to my helmet. Well,
I forgot to put the neural nut in it,
and when the parachute opened,
the camera hit me in the face and
just tumbled in the distance, and
I was like, “Noooooo!” When my

Going on 22 years. I was
working at Albertson’s at
night so I could skydive
during the day

Q: When does your season end?
We are in Texas, so we are all year.
Q: Tell me about being a skydiving
instructor and the duties involved.
There are four methods: Harness
Hold, Tandem and older methods
like the Army method, Static
Line, and IAD. I’m an instructor
of all four methods. I’m also an
instructor examiner (teacher of

Q: What are some of your most
memorable jumps?
I brought the game ball in for
Boise State University. I jumped
onto the blue smurf turf,
right in the middle of the
field. I had a 10 second
window for landing, and I
landed right in the middle at
5 seconds.
Q: Are there any exercises to
improve one’s body position
for a jump?

Q: Do you have a favorite
skydiving location;
somewhere where the land
below is just absolutely
gorgeous?
I kind of round it down to
two. Sun Valley, Idaho is
incredible. Then I worked
three summers on Tempo,
New Zealand, on the north
island. From 12,000 feet you
can see from East Coast to West
Coast. But, one of my favorite
jumps was in the middle of the
Sawtooth Mountains in Idaho.

of why people want to learn, fear,
and body mechanics. When you
get 500-600, you can go for your
Tandem rating if your free fall
skills are good enough. It is about
$2800 to learn to skydive. I just
help a guy get some gear and it
was $3500. (It depends on what
you get).

parachute finally opened all the
way, when it blossomed, it [the
camera] floated there in front of
me at my fingertips, and then it
just went. I’ve heard of passengers
losing dentures. Some people lose
shoes. The best shoes are like
Vans, or similar sneakers.
Q: What would it take to become
certified to teach and work at a
jump school?
How much would I have to invest?
At 100 jumps, you can take a 3
day course to become a Coach,
where you learn about psychology
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Yoga poses. If you’re good
at Yoga, you’ll be good at
skydiving positions. People
who do Yoga or Karate have
good body awareness, and
really good foot and hand
awareness. They don’t have
to see their hands to know
where they are. Also, people that
are engineers are really good with
the equipment.
Q: Biggest hurdles?
Body awareness and overcoming
the fear. They want to amp it up
instead of relaxing and stretching
through the maneuver. They want
to fight through it. A lot of people
can’t give up control. Women
usually have a lot of finesse in this
sport. And, there’s no one real
answer. You have to take each
person on a case by case basis.
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